
The Building Committee report from the 1987 Annual Report gives an interesting summary 
of some of the many struggles faced before we had the victory of a building.  It was written 
by Chuck Stevenson.  I have copied it below in its entirety. 
 

 

As the Building committee winds to an end it is only fitting that 

we remember those members of the congregation that were involved 

from the very start.  Under the leadershp of Rev. Robert McClure, 

Christ Our Anchor’s Building Committee began in the fall of 1983.  

Karla Milanette was the first chairperson, in addition those on the 

original committee were Don Campbell, David Copley, Jeff Milanette, 

Woody Tebbenkamp and Margaret Van Veelen.  (If I’ve left anyone out 

please excuse the unintentional oversight). 

 

The Committee began to develop a master plan for the new church and 

the entire congregation was asked to partake in an initial planning 

survey.  The results of the survey were, as some of you can 

remember, inconclusive.  As far as we knew back then we wanted a 

multi-story modern church with contemporary styling made out of 

brick, stone and cedar.  The interior wasn’t much clearer – high 

ceilings with large and small windows, skylights and stained glass.  

In addition we wanted a contemporary/traditional steeple and an 

energy efficient building that was easily expandable.  This all for 

$500,000, which included the architect’s and contractor’s fees, 

sewer lines, and a paved parking lot. 

 

During the early stages, the building committee interviewed several 

architects and builders, and visited many church sights.  Needless 

to say, they approached the project in a very professional manner 

always trying to avoid the pitfalls many other churches had made in 

their early states.  We finally decided on an architect and builder 

and on June 7 1987 the building campaign officially got underway 

with a congregational dinner.  Members of the church were asked to 

make a three year commitment towards the building.  All the hard 

work that went into that night’s festivities typifies the 

dedication we have all made towards the church. 

 

Nevertheless, the best laid plans can somehow go astray.  The joint 

venture we entered into with the architect and building somehow 

didn’t come off according to the way we planned.  Consequently the 

building committee spent months of wasted effort when the final 

costs come in well over budget.  The only good news was that it 

didn’t cost the church anything since the agreement called for no 

payment unless the project came in on budget. 

 

In April of 1986 the Building Committee entered into a new 

agreement, this time with Simons Builders to construct the church.  

With the help of John Simons a new building was designed and 

brought in on budget.  The entire process started to move forward 



only to be halted again – this time due to bureaucratic red tape.  

Throughout three years of dealing with the county on designing the 

church and hooking up to the existing sewer system no one in the 

county told us we were affected by the sewer moratorium. 

Consequently, we had to meet with representatives of the county in 

order to resolve the sewer moratorium issue.  Finally we had to 

hair a lawyer that was capable of researching county documents in 

order to probe we were grandfathered in by the moratorium.  After 

further review by the county council we were told we could not 

start construction until the spring of 1988 when the moratorium was 

lifted.  However with the help of Caro Baker all the interested 

parties were brought together in order to hammer out a resolution.  

At this time the church and county both agreed to a plan which 

would allow the building to begin and still abide by the existing 

county laws.  Finally a compromise was reached on and in June 1987 

we began construction of the new church. 

 

As our first three years of the building campaign winds to an end, 

I would like to thank those members of the Building Committee (Tom 

Rorick and Hal Boyd) and those individuals who headed various 

subcommittees (Betsy Quigley, Elva Mae Lloyd, Margaret Van Veelen, 

Bev Turner and Ann Brown). In addition, a very hardy thank you to 

Pastor Baker who stepped into a most unusual situation and handled 

it with grace and charm.  Finally to you the members of the 

congregation whose efforts made it all worthwhile.  There are few 

things in this life that the average person can leave behind and 

truthfully say they had a part in creating.  To you, those who gave 

of their time and talents week after week – we say thank you.  

Without your help and dedication none of this could have been 

possible. 

 

Charles Stevenson 

Chairman 


