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Welcome
Opening Prayer
Please Read the Portions in Bold
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

On this dark night, as the shadows deepen,
We come to be present with Jesus.
With the glory of Palm Sunday behind us, and the victory of Easter not yet come,
We will sit together in this space with our breaking, our broken hearts.
In this world that is at once beautiful and holy and tragic,
We seek to be present with all who suffer.
In the dark valleys of life, when sorrow threatens to overwhelm,
We long for a safe and sacred space to sit with our grief and our questions.
Jesus Christ, Holy Friend, we know that you sit here with us. Let us be here, fully
present, with You. Amen.

Preparation for Confession
An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare
An upper room did our lord prepare
for those he loved until the end:
and his disciples still gather there
to celebrate their risen friend.

Prayer of Confession
Surely.
I would never betray you, never deny you.
Surely?

Give me the confidence to wonder
how I might betray your perfect love,
to see.

Beloved,
give me the faith to doubt
my righteousness.

Give me grace to confess
how my promises are broken, my heart
broken.

Give me the assurance to question,
to examine myself honestly,
to ask.

Give me the peace to be troubled
by my smugness,
and repent.
Open my eyes to see that you see,
you know, and knowing, you keep right on
eating with me.
Amen…

There follows a moment of quiet where you may silently offer your personal prayers for God’s forgiveness.

Words of Reconciliation
One:
All:

Jesus said: "I came not to judge the world, but to save the world" and "having loved His own who
were in the world, He loved them to the end" .
The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ, we are loved and we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
Go to Dark Gethsemane
Go to dark Gethsemane,
all who feel the tempter’s power;
your Redeemer’s conflict see;
watch with Him one bitter hour;
turn not from His griefs away;
learn from Jesus Christ to pray

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession…
...concluding with The Lord’s Prayer (In Unison)
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution and Communion
Concluding Prayer Of Special Grace (In Unison)
God of the night, where are you in the darkness of this hour?
God of the light, surround us, illuminate us this hour.
God of all hope, embrace the heaviness of our sorrow in this hour.
Open each of us as you were opened for us in love.
May we take your hand extended, open for us.
And may we offer the same extended love to all. Amen.

I Was THERE:
Readings and First-Person Reflections from “Innocent Bystanders “ at the Cross

Hymn
O Sacred Head Now Wounded (verses 1 - 3)
Diana Martin, piano

Please note that the Pastor’s meditation will be interspersed between each reading….

The Shadow of Temptation

Luke 22: 24 - 34

24

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 But he
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. 26 But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the
leader like one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not
the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.
28
“You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29 and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred
on me, a kingdom, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
31
“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that
your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 And he
said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock
will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.”

The Shadow of Betrayal

Luke 22: 54 - 62

54

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following
at a distance. 55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat
among them. 56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was
with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58 A little later someone else, on seeing
him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 59 Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not
know what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61 The Lord
turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before
the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.

The Shadow of Trial

Luke 23: 13 - 25

13

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought
me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have
not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us.
Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”
18
Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!” 19 (This was a man
who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)

Scripture Reading Continued on the Next Page...

20

Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A
third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of
death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.”
23
But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices
prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man they
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they
wished.

The Shadow of Crucifixion

Luke 23: 26 - 28; 32 - 43

26

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid
the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him, and
among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them
and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.
32
Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 When they came to the
place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his
left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast
lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked
him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The Shadow of Death
44

Luke 23: 44 - 53

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 while the
sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion
saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48 And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating
their breasts. 49 But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.
50
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, 51 had not
agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly
for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down,
wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid.

Christ Candle Extinguished

The Darkness
He Never Said a Mumblin Word
Diana Martin, piano
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