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A Message from Our Pastor  
 

 
Hello friends! 

 
This has been a different year, hasn’t it? Between a global pandemic and also 

a global reckoning with racial injustice and widespread division of an election year, 
2020 has been one we will always remember. Much of this year has been really 
difficult and stressful for us as a church, but we also have much to be thankful for.  

 
I found myself nodding with knowing gratitude when I saw our church’s 

giving actually increase during these troubled times. I found myself smiling when 
we actually welcomed nine new members this year; all of whom were young 
families (that number does not include TEN new children added to our faith family)! 
This is how our church is! This is who we are, whether times are tough or not!! We 
are a vibrant and meaningful community seeking to welcome everyone and to 
always be growing in our faith.  

 
We are profoundly grateful for all the ways that each of you has adapted, as every single area of our 

church has had to change the way it works with COVID-19. Worship has gone largely virtual and reached many 
more people than we ever dreamed! We plan to continue indefinitely with virtual worship, even when we are 
able to re-gather in person. We now have the technology, and the staff support to accommodate this, and 
this change in how we operate not only expands the reach of our worship to new people, but it also makes it 
more accessible to all; a key mission focus for all churches. We hope to continue to find creative ways to inspire 
and engage going forward.  

 
I am also excited about new emphases in Mission Committee on care for creation. Now more than ever, 

we can see that we are connected as a global community, and so the reality of climate change affects every one 
of us, but most adversely affects those who are poor and vulnerable. We seek in the new year to find ways to be 
more responsible in our environmental stewardship to do what we can in our corner of the world.  

 
Other goals that I have for the coming year include continuing to connect with and engage all ages of the 

church, including our youth and young adults. Our families and children have been so blessed to have a staff 
person focused on them. I hope that later this year, we will be able to restart the search for a part-time Youth 
Director who can give this powerful segment of our church the focus they deserve. I also am hoping to find 
ways in sermons, educational opportunities and community outreach to connect our church more to social 
justice issues that work for greater equity and unity in our local area for all people, not just those who look like 
us. We can be part of building God's beloved community! 
 
It has been a different year friends, but I feel more hopeful than ever about being on this journey with you in 
2021!  
  
Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Jessie 

 

 



2021 Narrative Budget  
 
This narrative budget provides an overview of our finances at Christ Our Anchor Presbyterian Church.  The 
Narrative Budget shows our revenues and expenses for the work God calls us to do.  Its preparation is 
collaborative, characterized by transparency and trust. The narrative budget identifies how we are planning to 
spend our income, and how it relates to each of us within to our community of faith.  Our budget reflects who 
we are as members and friends of Christ Our Anchor.  
This narrative budget reflects the same income and expenses as our line-item, data-based budget which contains 
line items for salaries and administrative costs. However, the narrative budget allocates those salaries and 
administrative costs to the various ministries with which they are associated, and explains how our income is 
being spent in 2021 to support the following principal ministries of Christ Our Anchor:  
      
  Worship        Teaching          Community and Mission  
        

Property        Staying Connected        Pastoral Ministry  
 
 
Please consider the role Christ Our Anchor plays in your life. “If you are eager to give, God will accept your 
gift on the basis of what you have to give, not on what you do not have.”  2 Corinthians 8:12.   
 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
COA Generosity Team 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Income  
Christ Our Anchor is a vital force in the Annapolis area and in our lives. The support and funding of the 
activities and local outreach programs is provided by the generosity of the members and friends of Christ Our 
Anchor. Historically, our annual income is based on 80% from pledges and 13% from non-pledge giving which 
is provided by visitors and members and 7% from other income such as preschool contributions, weddings, 
funerals, building rentals and special gifts.  
Thanks to you and your ongoing support, we anticipate an income of $310,139 in 2021. Christ Our Anchor is 
blessed by the generosity of generations of church members who came before us and the visitors who come to 
Christ Our Anchor. The continuation and expansion of our ministries and all of God’s work that we strive to do 
is ultimately dependent on our commitment to our church and the gifts we pledge to it. 
 

Our Spending 

 

 

 

Teaching
$44,933

15%

Property
$67,139

22%Worship
$70,437

23%

Ministry
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23%

Staying Connected
$36,194

12%

Community & 
Mission
$55,894

18%

COA Spending in 2021



Worship
$70,437

23%

Worship   

 

 

Worshiping in a community is an integral 
part of Christian Life and a vital part of life 
at Christ Our Anchor. In Hebrews 10:19-25, 
we are told how Christ has made a way 
when he died for us to create a united 
people, and how we should not neglect the 
gathering. We need to give proper care to it 
because this is how we receive the assurance 
of our faith and encourage one 
another. Throughout the Bible in Ephesians, 
Corinthian, and 2 Timothy there are 
statements of what this worship should 
entail, and how it can give us growth in our 
individual faith and encourage visitors. We 
are called to regular expressions of joy and 
thankfulness before God in worship, not 
individually, but in gatherings praying, 
singing, and hearing God’s word. 

COVID 19 has caused parishioners and staff 
to be creative and adaptable!  While we find 
virtual services different, they do allow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COA members and visitors to interact as a 
group praying and hearing about God’s 
word and the needs of others.  We are able 
to experience a variety of musical offerings.  

These services are available live or at one’s 
leisure on our website.  To enhance the 
quality of our virtual experience, COA has 
added a new contracted staff person as 
Media Specialist and invested over $20,000 
in new equipment. We have been able to be 
creative and try various worship offerings, 
such as the new Christmas Cantata and the 
new Christmas Pageant.  The frequency of 
visits to our site by dozens of new 
participants from over 12 different states 
beyond Maryland - some even watching 
from abroad - is a testimony to the 
importance of worship to COA and evidence 
of our continuing growth in faith and trust in 
God.  Our community is growing beyond 
what we ever imagined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$70,437 23% 



Ministry
$35,542
11.5%

Pastoral Ministry   

 

 
What draws people to COA is the sense of 
being part of a true family of faith. In a 
smaller church, it is vital for all our 
members to be equipped and motivated to 
care for each other in times of joy and 
sorrow. Pastoral care is a vital part of Pastor 
Jessie's work, and it is a crucial way that we 
live out our faith with each other as well.  
 
Not only the minister, but church deacons 
and all of our members participate in 
providing prayer, presence, food, phone 
calls and personal notes to those who are ill, 
hospitalized, bereaved, or facing other life 
transitions.  
 

 

 

In addition, much of our administrative 
support is in service to pastoral care---for 
example, the prayer list being kept up to 
date in the weekly bulletin and church email. 
Our church hopes to be a place where 
everyone who comes can feel welcomed, 
cared for and embraced wherever they may 
be on life's journey.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$35,542 11.5% 



Staying Connected           

 

We stay connected by providing information 
and contact in a variety of ways. COA uses 
written, oral, audio and visual 
communications as well as people-to-people 
contact to provide ways to connect and 
communicate with each other and the 
community. Our church bulletin and in 
church announcements in addition to emails 
and mailed correspondence keep us informed 
about what’s going on as well as to let us 
know of fundraising, giving and volunteer 
opportunities. There is, of course, a 
wonderful connection with our worship 
services, music programs and Pastor. 
Connections are meant to be made both 
within the church community and the larger 
neighborhood. You can see our joyous 
banners, new baby announcements and COA 
signboard outside as well as posters and 
bulletin boards with signup sheets and 
general information inside.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual events such as PIT Stops, pancake 
supper, Easter egg hunt, women’s retreat, 
VBS, men’s dessert contest, Rally Sunday, 
Hanging of the Greens and Advent fair are 
popular highlights. Small groups such as 
Adult Sunday School, Eight is Enough, 
COA Book Club, Work days, God’s 
Gardeners, Tea and Theology and Parents of 
Young Children playgroup give 
opportunities to better get to know each 
other. You can also visit Pastor Jessie during 
her Community Office hours, read 
Anchorline and Caper articles, check for 
information on the COA website and listen 
to past sermons. 
Deacons, Elders, the Congregational 
Connection committee and the Pastor all 
stand ready to provide answers to any 
questions members and others may have 
about the church. They are also open to 
suggestions and comments. You may receive 
a call, a card, a hug or a handshake from any 
of these folk or other congregants when the 
time seems right. We truly enjoy each other 
and like to stay connected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$36,194 11.7% 

Staying 
Connected

$36,194
11.7%



Community 
& Mission
$55,894

18%
Community & Mission    

 
 

 
COA’s goal is to be an “anchor for mission” 
in this community and beyond. Our Mission 
Committee prayerfully discerns the best 
ways to be God’s hands and feet where there 
are needs in Annapolis, Anne Arundel 
County, our nation, and the world.  
We support several local outreach programs 
such as My Brother’s Pantry, Severna Park 
Assistance Network (SPAN), Light House 
Shelter, and Anne Arundel Connecting 
Together—ACT—a county-wide, interfaith 
group focused on advocacy and justice 
issues. 
Our congregation regularly gives funding to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Traditional 
trips by our Disaster Relief Team to the Gulf  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Coast area and New Jersey were precluded 
in 2020 by the COVID 19 Pandemic, but 
they will resume as soon as health 
conditions permit. We fund Wycliffe Bible 
Translators in West Africa as they develop 
written languages and produce and distribute 
scriptures in those languages. 
Our budget for the first time contains a line 
item to support Interfaith Partners for the 
Chesapeake, which works to engage 
congregations in being good caretakers of 
our shared Chesapeake watershed. The hope 
is that this might mark the start of an 
environmental ministry for COA.             
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$55,894 18% 



Property
$67,139
21.6%

Property, Building & Grounds 

 

 

Even though many of our core activities and 
events have been severely limited by the 
coronavirus restrictions, our property 
continues to serve the congregation and 
surrounding community. Several members 
who do not have access to the virtual service 
have gathered every week for outside coffee 
and fellowship following the virtual worship 
service. Member families come to use the 
playground as a safe place for their children, 
who are stuck at home, to get out and play. 
Our parking lot is used by local community 
groups such as the Christmas Holiday Shop 
run by Moms for Mental Health. So even 
though our preschool is on hold and we 
cannot offer in -person worship or indoor 
meeting spaces, we are providing benefits to 
the congregation and community. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On our grounds are sacred spaces such as 
the memorial garden, veterans garden, and 
member-constructed outdoor 
sanctuary/labyrinth. Volunteers from the  
Property Committee and God’s Gardeners 
and those who participate in individual 
projects or church workdays provide 
hundreds of hours of labor to keep the 
grounds and building in good shape, helping 
to keep our budget requirements to a 
minimum. 
Maintenance and regular utilities for this 
budget item come at a considerable cost. We 
have taken steps to reduce electricity usage 
by converting to 100% LED illumination 
with the help of grants to reduce the cost of 
the conversion by 70%. Capital equipment 
such as HVAC units must also be replaced 
periodically and the Property budget line 
must plan and account for these expenses on 
top of the utilities, insurance and 
maintenance This is a busy and thriving 
meeting place, and we aim to be good 
stewards of what has been given to us. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

$67,139 21.6% 



Teaching
$44,933
14.5%Teaching     

 

At the heart of Christ Our Anchor is the 
belief that God has given us the 
responsibility of not only sharing but 
teaching 1st Corinthians 12:28 reminds us of 
the importance of that responsibility “And 
God has appointed in the church first the 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 
administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues.” It is our belief as Christians that 
not only understanding but living the 
principles of God’s word will help us 
navigate the complexities of life 
successfully.  
In 2021, our Christian Education team will 
continue to use their talents to develop 
educational opportunities for every member 
of our congregation. 
Our Christian Educator, Debbie Barbour, 
used her creative energy to take FUN-Day 
(Sunday) School activities, hosting “Jesus 
Jammie Jams,” twice a month for our 
youngest members and will continue “COA 
Parents After Hours” Zoom sessions, to give 
parents an opportunity to stay connected.  
She is the mastermind behind our virtual 
VBS and served as cameraperson, director, 
producer, and editor of our first-ever virtual 
Children’s Christmas Pageant. She’s also 
instrumental in preparing and distributing 
the Baltimore Presbytery Lights Advent 
Devotional, complete with a drive-through 
pick up line.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Anchors-A-Wee preschool underwent many 
challenges in 2020, closing its doors for the 
balance of 2020.They are planning for re-
opening in fall of 2021 and excited to 
announce the appointment of Jody Brooks, a 
former Anchors-A-Wee teacher, as Interim 
Director. 
Despite “screen fatigue” from virtual 
learning, our youth continue to meet 
virtually for lessons, games, and much 
needed social interaction with friends. We 
are making plans for the eventual hiring of a 
youth director to help bring added energy 
and creativity to our youth program. 
Our virtual adult educational programs are 
also thriving with opportunities like Adult 
Sunday School led by Marilyn Rorick and 
Judy Clark and Tea and Theology led by 
Helen Kelley. Two new programs - Tuesday 
Morning Wake Up, a small group that 
gathers to discuss issues in the news from a 
faith perspective, and a weekly Wednesday 
Bible Study. Pastor Jessie continues to offer 
special book studies/lessons, like this year’s 
Starting with Ourselves Racial Justice book 
study led by Dr. Sarah Doerrer. 
The Christian Education Committee 
welcomes new members and ideas from 
within our church community.  

 

 

 

$44,933 14.5% 



  

 

 

 

 


